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Lobengula Church 
Dedicated p̂  nine 
MISSIONS QUARTERLY INSERT 
Letters to the editor-
N e e d to Examine Symbol s 
I a p p r e c i a t e d y o u r ed i to r i a l , " O n the 
W o r s h i p of G o d " ( O c t o b e r 10, 1978). It 
po in t s o u t t he need fo r c o n g r e g a t i o n s to 
e x a m i n e t h e use of w o r s h i p symbo l s , 
r e m o v i n g t hose which d o no t c o n t r i b u t e to 
t h e w o r s h i p of G o d . S o m e s y m b o l s 
p resen t ly in use, can ac tua l ly nega te p a r t 
of ou r wi tness , such as t h a t of peace o r of a 
s i m p l e life style. 
T h i s a lso b r ings t o m i n d the need for 
ind iv idua ls to e x a m i n e s y m b o l s in o u r own 
lives which d e t r a c t f r o m the w o r s h i p of 
G o d . F o r e x a m p l e , j u s t as we h a v e b e c o m e 
c o m f o r t a b l e wi th the f lag in o u r chu rches , 
h a v e we b e c o m e c o m f o r t a b l e with be ing a 
p a r t of a c o n s u m e r - o r i e n t e d society? 
J a n H a r m o n 
Conserving Resources 
T h e t h e m e f o r t h e 1 9 7 6 G e n e r a l 
C o n f e r e n c e f o c u s e d o u r a t t e n t i o n on 
" S h a r i n g a n d C o n s e r v i n g G o d ' s 
R e s o u r c e s . " A s we e x a m i n e d ou r life s tyle 
w e were b r o u g h t to an a w a r e n e s s t h a t ou r 
excess ive c o n s u m p t i o n resul ts in s o m e o n e 
e lse ' s need . M a n y c rea t ive sugges t ions 
w e r e given fo r ways to conse rve a n d sha re , 
a n d a t t he s a m e t i m e enr ich the qua l i ty of 
o u r o w n l i v e s . A l t h o u g h I ' v e b e e n 
s e p a r a t e d f r o m the A m e r i c a n C h u r c h 
g e o g r a p h i c a l l y , it w a s h e a r t e n i n g to sense, 
t h r o u g h t he pages of the Visitor, t h a t the 
C h u r c h was se r ious in its c o m m i t m e n t t o 
s impl ic i ty and r e spons ib le living. 
I r e a l i z e t h a t w a s t w o y e a r s a g o . 
Never the les s , I w a s t a k e n a b a c k when I 
read , " L o o s e G o o s e a t H i g h l a n d , " in the 
O c t o b e r 25 issue of the Visitor. I have no 
way of k n o w i n g now m a n y miles were 
dr iven , wi thin the two hou r t ime- l imi t , in 
pursu i t of the goose . W e were told t ha t one 
ca r load went 30 miles ou t of the way when 
a clue w a s m i s s e d . T h e y a r e to be c o m -
m e n d e d for obse rva t ion of t he 55 mi le 
speed l imit . 
In a land whe re pe t ro l cos t s $2 .30 a 
ga l lon , and it is a r a r e t een-ager w h o has 
access to a c a r , Z a m b i a n y o u t h m u s t be 
resourcefu l e n o u g h t o c o m e up with o the r 
f o r m s of e n j o y m e n t . A s I have observed 
thei r s t a m i n a and verve as they fly over the 
f inish-l ine of a n ine -k i l ome t r e race, the 
de l igh t fu l h u m o r a n d org ina l i ty in the 
p lays they c r ea t e themse lves and the spon-
tanei ty and rich ta len t t h a t c o m e s t h r o u g h 
in an evening of s inging; I find myself 
wonde r ing if it is not the A m e r i c a n y o u t h 
w h o a r e the impover i shed ones . 
M a r y Olive L a d y 
C h o m a , Z a m b i a 
Enjoys Church N e w s 
Enclosed check of $5.50 for renewal 
subscription to the Evangelical Visitor. 
I especial ly en joy the church news a n d 
act ivi t ies s ince we d o not get to visit o t h e r 
c h u r c h e s as a senior c i t izen. A n d of c o u r s e 
the spir i tual ar t ic les which we need so 
m u c h . 
M r s . R a y m o n d R idd le 
A b b o t s t o w n , P A 
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From the Editor 
Another year is history. Here at the office we needed to 
remember to change the Volume number of the VISITOR 
to XCII and begin the issue number again at 1. 
Someone has observed that time passes in proportion to 
the time lived. Time for a twenty-year-old goes twice as 
fast as it does for a ten-year-old. That may explain why the 
years seem to pass so rapidly for me. I also suspect that 24 
Visitor deadlines a year have something to do with it. 
I am certain that time which passes swiftly and days too 
short to do all the things we want to do is really a great 
blessing. It is certainly to be preferred to time that drags 
and days that are too long. 
As we enter 1979 I wish for all a year that passes swiftly, 
nights that seem short because of restful sleep, and days 
that are never long enough to do all those things you want 
to do. 
The editorial has been moved to page fifteen. For many 
years—in fact, ever since color was added to the 
Visitor—we could have color on pages 1 ,4 , 13, and 16 
only. That was because we printed four pages at a time. 
The sheets passed through the press four times for black 
ink and one more time for color. Since we wanted color on 
the cover (page one) we could have color on the other three 
pages which were on that same side of the sheet. 
Evangel Press installed a press a few years ago that 
could print all sixteen pages on one pass through the press. 
So the sheet passes through one time for the black ink. It 
to page fifteen 
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Disc ip le sh ip 
Its Practical Dimensions 
Harvey Sider 
There it was again. Once more I 
watched, fascinated, amazed, bewil-
dered. Following a saffron clad, ash-
m a r k e d " h o l y m a n , " t rudged a 
faithful disciple. 
Across the length and breadth of the 
Indian sub-continent, waiting for the 
train to move on, striding through the 
milling market place, sitting in an 
open cour tyard, or driving along 
narrow, crowded roads, 1 was deeply 
impressed as I observed discipleship 
practised daily by the devout. 
Questions spring up: 
What makes a man leave family and 
friends to follow a "stranger"? 
Why does the disciple str ive 
diligently to imitate and please 
his leader? 
What are the forces that call him to 
serve so willingly, so unselfishly? 
If the non-Christian exemplifies 
such a high degree of discipleship, 
what should this say to those of us 
who know the true Lord and 
Master? 
How can the discipleship concept 
prevalent in the eastern culture 
through thousands of years, be 
translated and applied meaning-
fully to the western world? 
Jesus capitalized on the native situa-
tion when he called people to "follow 
me." Mark, in his straightforward 
way, recalled how Peter and Andrew 
" immedia te ly forsook their nets" 
(Mark 1:18) when Jesus said, "follow 
me." 
Initially, and in its simplest form, 
The writer is bishop of the Canadian Regional 
Conference. He and his wife, Erma, spent twelve 
years as missionaries to India. They are now 
living with their two children near Fort Erie, 
Ontar io 
discipleship begins with faith, a faith 
that leads an individual to believe in 
Christ Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 
Such a faith is demonstrated when 
that person reverses direction. He no 
longer follows self and Satan, but 
Christ and his way. 
Faith in Christ is the initial step in 
discipleship. It is at this point that we 
need to understand the true dimen-
sions of this eastern word. There are at 
least two deeper meanings to the 
concept: personal formation and ser-
vanthood. 
Three powerful influences in per-
sonal formation are the home, the 
media and the educational system. 
Lives are being molded daily by each 
of these. It is a process of development 
by exposure, with the degree of ex-
posure largely determining the form 
that emerges. 
When Jesus selected twelve dis-
ciples, Mark significantly records one 
purpose, "that they should be with 
him" (Mark 3:14). Jesus knew that for 
personal formation, which results in 
imitation and reproduction of like 
character, intimate discipleship was 
essential. 
It is understood that a basic, 
pedagogical principle is, "do as I do." 
So, in selecting a "follower" the 
saffron-robed leader, perhaps totally 
u n e d u c a t e d , is us ing the mos t 
sophis t ica ted teaching technique 
available to mankind. They work 
together, eat together, win converts 
together, travel together. It becomes a 
way of life, until the disciple is like his 
master, a copy of his leader. In Jesus' 
words, "A disciple . . . when he is fully 
taught will be like his teacher" (Luke 
6:40). 
Parents, pastors, Sunday school 
teachers, youth workers—all mature 
Christians need to become acutely 
aware of the potential for this kind of 
discipleship. There should be more 
e m p h a s i s on " f o r m a t i o n 
relationships"—the developing of 
relationships which help people to 
willingly abandon themselves because 
it has become a way of life. The 
imitation of Christ as a way of life is 
fostered through the credibility of 
intimate contact. Paul 's "Pro jec t 
Timothy," (I Timothy 1:2, 3, 18, etc.) 
needs to be reproduced frequently. 
This method holds great possibilities 
for the development of disciples. 
The "second dimension of ser-
vanthood is more specifically taught in 
the Scriptures. It often grows out of 
relationships that have fostered the 
servant life style. But in contrast to the 
above principle, it can't be caught by 
being taught. A part of the Brethren in 
Christ symbol (John 13) is a focus on 
the oft repeated teachings of Jesus 
summarized in his words, "If any man 
serve me, let him follow me" (John 
12:26) and in the context of that 
paragraph, serving means total aban-
donment. In fact, Christ unites his 
death (v. 24) with our service (v. 25 
and 26), thereby stating in the clearest 
possible terms, what the bottom line of 
discipleship really is. 
To transfer this concept to daily life 
and practice is not always easy to do. 
Does it mean irrational actions, 
everyone selling properties, leaving 
businesses or professions to serve 
Chris t? Others , t rying to avoid 
fanaticism, or by rationalization, have 
ended up as meaningless disciples, 
l iving very much a t ease wi th 
themselves and the world around, 
to page four 
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DISCIPLESHIP 
What kind of a year was it? As a noted broadcaster might 
resonate, "It was a year like all years, only . . . we were there." 
Or as Neil Diamond might sing, "I've been this way before . . . 
and I'll be this way again." It was packed with all The Preacher's 
seasons. Popes died. A test-tube baby was born. Denominational 
fragments squabbled and held hands. The W C C gave; the N C C 
fired. 
It was a year of good. More books and Bibles were distributed, 
more radio and TV broadcasts made, more crusades and missions 
held, more people touched by the gospel than ever before. 
And so it goes. Here's an overview of the trends and the 
newsmakers: 
from page three 
What does a discipleship of total 
abandonment mean? 
First, it means being open and 
flexible to the Lord. Recently, I was 
with a group that was discussing how 
they might reach their community for 
Christ. Finally, after some discussion, 
one of the persons who had some 
strong personal desires different from 
the rest of the group said, "That isn't 
what I personally would like, but if we 
can reach our community for Christ 
by following our discussion, I am 
prepared to surrender my own per-
sonal desires." It was a genuine ex-
pression of "death to self." That kind 
of discipleship ranks as high as selling 
a farm for Christ. In some ways, it 
may even be harder to die to selfish 
desires than give large sums of money 
for a cause that one holds in esteem. 
Second, a disciple must be prepared 
to follow as and where Christ leads. 
Vocation and location are incidental 
to our real pilgrimage. While we do 
not operate without vocation and loca-
tion, a true disciple must use these 
only in relation to God and his pur-
pose for the Christian's life. 
Finally, and growing out of the first 
two, discipleship involves the use with 
excellence of our talents to build the 
body of Christ. Rather than extending 
our own prestige, power, position or 
possession through the use of both 
natural and God-given abilities, dis-
cipleship must release one from the 
control of these things. Paul used the 
example of Christ in Philippians 2: 5-8 
as a pattern for us to model. 
Frances Havergal was convicted 
concerning total discipleship as she 
wrote her great consecration hymn, 
"Take My Life." Only as she gave the 
Lord her last wealth, in the form of a 
box of jewels that had precious 
memories, could she complete with 
integrity the words: 
Take my life and let it be con-
secrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my lips and let them be filled 
with messages for Thee; 
Take my silver and my gold, not a 
mite would I withhold. 
As we abandon ourselves to Christ, 
discipleship expresses itself through 
servanthood. The forms of that ser-
vant stance are as varied as those who 
follow Christ. Freedom to live and 
serve as a disciple becomes a reality. 
Gary Warner 
Denominations 
They met and talked and issued. 
The Southern Baptists grew. The 
Lu the rans disagreed. Di t to the 
Presbyterians. The Methodists may 
have wished they'd never heard of 
retirement homes. 
In a major statement on papal 
i n f a l l i b i l i t y , t he off ic ia l U . S . 
Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogue 
team declared, "The ultimate trust of 
Christians is in Christ and the gospel, 
not in a doctrine of infallibility, 
whether of scripture, the church, or 
the pope." 
The United Methodist Church was 
embroiled in a class action suit over 
bankruptcy and kickbacks involving 
the Pacific Homes retirement center. 
The two major Presbyterian bodies 
talked merger while churches kept 
skipping back and forth. Child abuse 
and battered women were focal points. 
Human rights was the hottest issue, 
fueled by comments from UN Am-
bassador Andrew Young on "political 
prisoners" in the United States. 
The Salvation Army marked its 
Centenary and led the way in the 
ordination of women. A body of 
denominations tried to reopen a steel 
mill in Youngstown, Ohio, to relieve 
an unemployment crisis. Daddy 
Herbert W. gave the boot to son 
Garner Ted Armstrong, so Garner 
Ted started the Church of God Inter-
na t iona l . " B a t t l e of the Bib le" 
proponents conferred on inerrancy 
and affirmed every jot and tittle. 
Evangelism 
Billy Graham held crusades in Las 
Vegas, Kansas City, Scandinavian 
countries, and Poland. He corrected 
McCall's magazine for misquoting 
him on special evangelistic groups and 
on who is and is not lost. The Graham 
organization reported a $3 million 
deficit and was fingered by the grumpy 
Charlotte Observer with allegations of 
irregularity in a land purchase for a 
layman's Bible training center. 
Ruth Carter Stapleton called a 
Newsweek cover article on her a 
"devastating" reading experience. Her 
planned appearance at an inter-
national Hebrew-Christian conference 
drew flak. She cancelled. 
South America was a prime crusade 
site. Luis Palau and Rex Humbard 
drew thousands there . Angl ican 
Bishop Festo Kivengere and evangel-
ist Michael Cassidy preached at 
precedent-setting meetings in Egypt. 
Morris Cerullo announced plans for a 
$100 million " W o r l d Ou t reach 
Center" in San Diego. Oral Roberts 
got the green light on his controversial 
medical center, and the dean of his 
medical school resigned. 
Israel passed a law with an eye on 
roving evangelists. The Gerald L. K. 
Smith Crusade closed after 30 ultra-
conservative years. Only 31 people 
showed up for Billy James Hargis' 
comeback. And a missions scholar 
urged the banning of the word 
" c r u s a d e " b e c a u s e it s t i r s 
"triumphalistic images of violence and 
war." 
This review of events of religious significance 
during 1978 is written by Gary Warner, Direc-
tor of Evangelical Press News Service, and is 
made available to members of the Evangelical 
Press Association. 
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Zondervan repor ted tha t pre-
publication sales of the New Inter-
national Version Bible topped one 
million copies. The Voice, a South 
African Christian weekly for blacks, 
was banned by the government. The 
ban was lifted following international 
protests. The New York City based 
New World, published by Rev. Sun 
Myung Moon's Unification Church, 
increased its press run from 50,000 to 
400,000 during the city's newspaper 
strike. 
The Evangelical Press Association 
turned a graceful 30; Doubleday es-
tablished an evangelical book division; 
the Christian Booksellers Association 
moved to new quarters in Colorado 
Springs and welcomed 7,500 to its 
Denver convention; Campus Life 
magazine and Zondervan agreed to 
co-publish youth books; and Larry 
Flynt bought two newspapers, one in 
President Carter's home town, while 
Hustler continued to display the 
familiar features. 
Broadcasting 
L a s t win te r P T L Te lev i s ion 
Network president Jim Bakker an-
nounced his network would carry a 
series of "Christian soap operas" that 
offer "a hope and a solution while 
other soaps just endlessly go on and 
on." 
The beleagured network faced a 
series of crisis in the days of its life. 
Sixty employees were fired in an 
economy move; work on the multi-
million dollar Total Living Center was 
curtailed by contractors when unpaid 
bills reached $2.5 million; a computer 
to page six 5 
Education 
Kentucky and North Carolina were 
educational backgrounds. Kentucky 
education officials got a tiger by the 
tail in the Kentucky Association of 
Christian Schools. The courts barred 
the state from regulating beyond 
minimum fire, safety and attendance 
requirements. An injunction was im-
posed against displaying the 10 Com-
mandments in Kentucky classrooms. 
A Kentucky law requiring Bible 
reading in public classrooms was 
"probably unconstitutional." 
In North Carolina, 63 conservative 
Christian schools refused to accept 
state educational regulations. The 
court case was still anybody's game. 
Elsewhere, the black community and 
some Christian groups protested the 
state's proposed graduation require-
ment testing. 
Teachers were fired for witnessing 
in class. New Jersey endorsed silent 
meditation in schools. Biola College 
celebrated its 70th. Rev. Jesse Jackson 
PUSHed for higher educational op-
portunities for blacks. The Dallas 
school board was accused of delving 
i n t o r e l i g i o u s p r e f e r e n c e s in 
ques t ioning super in tendent can-
didates. The "reverse discrimination" 
case found Allan Bakke in medical 
school and "a f f i rmat ive a c t i o n " 
proponents stunned. And Nancy Drew 
and the Hardy Boys books were 
banned in Newton, Mass., because 
they were "not well written." 
Missions 
A storm was triggered by the World 
Council of Churches' $85,000 grant to 
the Patriotic Front in Rhodesia. Am-
bassador Young backed it; the WCC 
defended it, although admitting the 
timing was "clumsy"; and the Salva-
tion Army and bits and pieces of 
evangelical groups withdrew, at least 
temporarily, from the WCC. 
M i s s i o n a r i e s w e r e k i l l e d in 
Rhodesia and elsewhere in battle-
weary Africa. Evangelicals came un-
der pressure in Portugal, but a 
proposed Spanish constitution carried 
new guarantees of religious freedom. 
A bill concerning religious conversions 
in India was termed "unconstitutional 
and anti-Christian." Anticipated Bap-
tist admonitions not to appoint an 
envoy to the Vatican fell on deaf ears 
at the White House. 
In Russia, seven Pentecostals took 
refuge in the U.S. Embassy and 
refused to leave until allowed to 
emigrate. The Russians enraged the 
world and made a mockery of human 
rights' s tatements by sentencing 
several Jewish "dissidents" and "ac-
tivists" to prison and exile. Peter Vins, 
son of Russian Baptist leader Georgi 
Vins, was sentenced to a year in 
prison. 
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snafu kept PTL out of touch with its 
donors; and a marathon fund-raising 
drive to remain afloat was temporarily 
dry-docked when the bank refused to 
pay on credit card pledges. 
The Mexican government ordered 
50 radio stations to cancel Christian 
programs. "Holocaust" and "Jesus of 
Nazareth" (from 1977) were honored 
programs. Radio ELWA in Liberia 
turned 25. The Church of God and the 
National Federation for Decency took 
up arms against sex and violence on 
ABC, the top-rated network. 
Lifestyles 
Homosexuals continued to duck the 
oranges of wrath, but the battle lines 
shifted. Gay teachers were hired and 
fired. Gay ministers were ordained. 
The Evangelical Free Church ruled 
homosexuality "an abomination." A 
United Presbyterian Church task 
force favored gay ordination, but the 
UPC general assembly, somewhat 
divided, voted to oppose ordination. 
Cal i fornia ' s Proposition 6, re-
quiring the firing of teachers who are 
avowed homosexuals, found church 
groups on contesting sides. Local pro-
gay rights were voted down in Dade 
County, Fla., Wichita, Ks„ St. Paul, 
Minn., and Eugene, Ore., but were 
approved in Seattle, Wash., when 
backing from the Church Council of 
Greater Seattle beat down the efforts 
of evangelicals and fundamentalists. 
The Nazis wanted attention and the 
right to march in Skokie, 111.They got 
the former, not the latter. The Church 
of the Brethren turned in its handguns. 
Hare Krishna devotees gave up shaved 
heads for a mod appearance but still 
lived in plane, bus and train em-
poriums. Anheuser-Busch Brewery 
dropped its plans to market "baby 
beer." 
The New Call to Peacemaking, a 
federation of Friends, Brethren and 
Mennonites, held its first national 
meeting, renounced war and called for 
a simpler lifestyle. Over $23 million 
was spent on anti-smoking campaigns; 
the industry countered with an $80 
million push to keep us puffing. 
Madalyn Murray O'Hair lost an $80,-
000 slander suit she attributed to a 
jury of "malice-filled Christians." 
Polls showed: 12 percent in the U.S. 
live in poverty; more British teenagers 
believe in UFOs than in God; 55 
percent in the U.S. believe in abortion 
RELIGION IN REVIEW 
from page five 
"only in certain circumstances"; 58 
percent in the U.S. endorse ERA; 
alcohol overindulgence increased by 5 
percent; 90 percent of U.S. women 
believe in God and 67 percent pray 
daily; and single parent households 
increased, as did fatherless families. 
Rev. Moon courted England as a 
potential home, dodged U.S. officials, 
sued invest igat ing Congressman 
Donald Fraser (D. -Minn . ) , and 
termed Rep. Fraser's election defeat 
"punishment from God." Evangelical 
women held a national caucus. The 
NAE women's leader said the ERA 
extension made women look like "sore 
losers." Evangelicals protested Presi-
dent Carter 's appointment of abortion 
proponent Sarah R. Weddington as a 
special White House aide. 
Church forces combined to help 
vote down casino gambling, jai alai 
betting, and parimutuel horse racing 
in Florida, New Jersey and Virginia. 
Liquor by the drink passed in dry 
Kansas and was an issue in North 
Carolina where a Baptist minister 
backed it, then recanted. Courts ruled 
in Massachusetts , Minnesota and 
Florida that life-support systems could 
be unplugged. "Christ ian Yellow 
Pages" popped up in the Carolinas 
and Tennessee and quickly folded. 
Newsmakers and Events 
1978 was the year of three Popes. 
Pope Paul VI's death was followed by 
the death of Pope John Paul I after 
his less than 40 days in the Vatican. 
The third Pope was the first ever from 
Poland. 
A test tube baby was born to a 
British couple, promising theological 
debates for years to come. Thirty U.S. 
scientists studied the mysterious 
Shroud of Turin. Is it the actual burial 
sheet of Jesus? Tune in about 1980 for 
test results. Sir Thomas More's skull 
was found in "good condition" after 
400 years. Monks say they discovered 
the skull of John the Baptist while 
renovating a monastery 60 miles out-
side Cairo. 
McDonald's assured us it hasn't 
given contributions to the Church of 
Satan or put worms in its hamburgers. 
Dr. Robert Schuller's church raised 
$1.25 million in one day for its Crystal 
Cathedral . The Singing Nun was 
singing the blues: she's broke in 
Belgium. Underground Evangelism 
and Jesus to the Communist World 
engaged in a messy court trial. The 
National Council of Churches fired 
high executive Lucius Walker Jr. over 
financial problems. 
P r i n c e C h a r l e s s p u r r e d an 
Anglican-Roman Catholic controver-
sy. Broadway went wild over the 
reading of Mark by English actor Alec 
M c C o w e n . T w o of t he t h r e e 
Chowchilla kidnappers reportedly 
accepted Christ. Charitable giving in 
the U.S. counted $16.54 billion for 
religion. A Missouri evangelist, who 
had his deceased mother frozen in an 
upright freezer, gave up trying to 
resurrect her after two months. 
Death claimed Kenya's President 
Jomo Kenyatta, World Vision founder 
"Dr. Bob" Pierce, Lord Soper of 
B r i t i s h M e t h o d i s m , J o h n D. 
Rockefeller III, and GARB leader Dr. 
Robert T. Ketchem. An East German 
Evangelical pastor emolated himself 
in a religious/political protest. 
Nine of the Wilmington 10 were 
free while Rev. Benjamin Chavis went 
to Duke Divinity School days and to 
prison nights. Dr. Spock, the baby 
man, was arrested for protesting 
nuclear power at Seabrook, N.H. 
James Earl Ray was married, the 
ceremony performed in prison by a 
former Martin Luther King aide. 
Holiday Inn President L.M. Clymer 
resigned when the franchise voted to 
build a casino in Atlantic City. Ac-
tivists priest James Groppi switched 
from Roman Catholic to Episcopal 
and from celibacy to marriage and 
pending fatherhood. 
And Finally . . . 
It was a year rich in "And Finally 
. . ." material. Our favorite was 
Forrest Toney, a Kansas City laborer. 
In a short-lived career in prophecy, he 
warned in a series of newspaper ads 
that the area would be destroyed by 
fire. As a sign he called for the destruc-
tion of the RLDS auditorium on 
September 12 by a mighty wind. 
S e p t e m b e r 12 was c a l m . T h e 
auditorium still stands. "It 's just as 
well," Toney shrugged. "If it had 
happened, I'd have probably gotten 
the big head." 
It was a year of very few big heads. 
Ultimately, it was another year of our 
Lord who, to paraphrase Psalm 65:11 
"crowns each year with his goodness." 
6 Evangelical Visitor 
A longtime bastor and beloved Chlirch NeWS 
churchman inquires . . . 
May I Ask 
Some Questions? 
Paul A. Nigh 
During our Bicentennial year we 
have "built the tombs of the prophets 
and garnished the sepulchres of the 
righteous." This has been done by 
interesting pens and voices. By these 
word pictures I have been mentally 
walking the paths trodden by the feet 
of men and women in years bygone. 
A panoramic view of the past has been 
presented to my ken. We often 
canonize, or at least raise to 
ecclesiastical peerage, our church 
fathers. Now our historians and 
biographers have taken the crown of 
infallibility from their brows and un-
draped the robe of omniscience from 
their shoulders. I have not been dis-
illusioned by these revelations. It has 
given to me a greater sense of ap-
preciation for those founding men. 
They were shown to be completely 
human beings. It is evident that they 
were 'subject to like passions as we 
are.' Human beings they were; yet 
withal of such spiritual stature and 
vision that we are honoured to be 
called their sons. With appreciation 
we call them "church fathers." If 
those crusading knights of the cross 
could walk in our company today 
would they feel at home in our midst? I 
refer not to such extraneous things as 
creature-comforts and conveniences of 
our day; but to more intrinsic values of 
the spiritual. Would the evangelists 
of bygone days be invited to declare 
The writer, now retired, was pastor of the 
Cheapside and Springvale congregations in the 
Canadian Conference. 
their counsel of God in our churches 
today? In our present method of 
pastoral selection and stationing, 
could a pulpit be found for those 
preachers of the past? If the 
worshippers of yester-year were to find 
themselves in our pews next Sunday 
morning, would they feel comfortable 
in the atmosphere of our sanctuaries? 
Our conference bodies, as legislative 
assemblies, customarily seat some 
members by honorary or special 
privilege actions. Perchance those 
legislators of other years appeared in 
our deliberative sessions, what would 
be the mutual reaction? As they 
listened to the debates and perused 
actions recorded in conference 
minutes, would their response be 
"yea" or "nay"? Would our church 
prophets of former days, variously 
honoured or unsung, be pleased to call 
us their church sons and daughters? 
If John the Revelator had included 
the Brethren in Christ in his message 
to the seven churches which are in 
Asia, would they have been words of 
praise, or excoriation? It may be 
that the Apostle Paul was given an 
afflatus unequalled by any other 
human being. If this perceptive apostle 
could travel the length and breadth of 
our fellowship, and observe us in 
teaching and practice, and write an 
epistle to the Brethren in Christ of 
North America in 1978, what would 
be his words to us? I pose these 
questions. I have proposed no 
answers. What are the answers? 
An Attempt to Communicate 
Christ at Christmas 
The Mooretown congregation (Michigan) has 
made an effort to recapture the simple and 
humble circumstances in which Mary gave birth 
to her firstborn son. Last Christmas they con-
structed a crude outdoor stable and placed it on 
the vacant lot between the church and par-
sonage. They obtained from local farmers a 
cow, a pony, two sheep, and a goat. To complete 
the nativity scene a Mary, a Joseph, a few 
shepherds, and some angels were needed. The 
young people very willingly volunteered. 
When all the parts had been gathered, a live 
nativity scene was presented for three evenings 
just before Christmas. It was on display for two 
hours each evening. In order to give everybody 
a chance to participate, the children under age 
12 played the Biblical characters the first 
evening; the second evening it was the teens' 
turn and the third evening the adults were 
supposed to help. They needed a little 
assistance from the teens however. Excluding 
the cow and sheep's unwillingness to participate 
a couple of evenings (the cow thought it would 
be more fun to romp around the vacant lot than 
be tied to a stake near Maiy and Joseph), 
everything went quite smoothly. 
The entire event took a lot of time and work, 
but the community seemed to appreciate this 
unique effort to experience the real meaning of 
Christmas—so much so that they repeated it 
again this year, December 21, 22 and 23. 
Soccer Team NCCA Champions 
The Messiah College soccer team had their 
best season ever and then went on to win the 
national championship in the National Christian 
College Athletic Association (NCCAA). Coach 
Layton Shoemaker was named the NCCAA 
District II Coach of the Year for the second 
successive year. Their final record was 15 wins, 
2 losses, and one tie. 
Churchmen Give Leadership 
Five leaders, members of the Brethren in 
Christ Church are heading the Messiah College 
Supporting Gifts Division of the "More than 
Bread" fund campaign for the new Fine Arts 
Center. 
Dr. Henry A Ginder is serving as General 
Chairman. Recently named Minister-at-large for 
the college, he has had a wide range of ex-
perience in church work. 
Mark Hess, from the Pequea Congregation 
near Lancaster, Pa., is the Keystone Region 
Chairman of the Supporting Gifts Division. He 
will oversee the campaign efforts in the eight-
county area of south central Pennsylvania. He 
serves as assistant secretary of the college's 
Board of Trustees and chairman of its Finance 
Committee. 
The Rev. Keith Ulery, of Chambersburg, Pa., 
is the Eastern Region Chairman. The area 
encompasses states along the eastern seaboard 
as well as the province of Ontario and that part 
of Pennsylvania not included in the Keystone 
Region. He is currently the pastor of the Air Hi l l 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
to page ten 
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If your vision is to 
share the good news of 
Christ's kingdom, 
the clearest expression 
of your commitment may be 
a journey to the villages 
of the hungry, the homeless, 
the captives. 
Teachers, health workers, 
agriculturists, peacemakers, 
engineers, business managers, 
social workers, vocational 
instructors and others 
are needed to travel the 
backroads in North America 
and 40 other lands. 
If your calling is to go 
in the Name of Christ, 
consider service with MCC. 
Mennonite Central Committee 
21 South 12th Street 
Akron. PA 17501 
or 
201-1483 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg. Man. R3T 2C8 
A different journey 















The Brethren in Christ, in obedience to the divine 
mandate, are committed to missions endeavors beyond 
their local congregational ministries . . . 
— Special Ministries among Minority & Disad-
vantaged Groups 
— Brotherhood Assistance to Mission & Exten-
sion Churches 
— Urban Missions 
— New Church Planting Missions in the Regional 
Conferences 
G L E N A. P I E R C E serves the brotherhood, 
under assignment of the Board for Missions as 
S E C R E T A R Y OF H O M E M I N I S T R I E S . 
GLEN A . P I E R C E , 
S E C R E T A R Y O F H O M E M I N I S T R I E S 
Glen, a native of Iowa (Dallas Center), and his wife, Linda 
(Bert), are members of the Elizabethtown, Pa. congregation. 
They have three children: DAVID, 9; DOUGLAS, 7; and 
S U S A N , 3. 
• The duties of the Secretary of Home Ministries, as assigned 
by the Board for Missions, are: 
• To administer programs in North America sponsored by the 
Board for Missions and approved by General Conference. 
• To serve as a resource/counselor to regional conference 
bishops in their administration of mission and extension 
churches. 
• To recruit personnel to fill staff positions in Board for 
Missions programs in North America. 
• To serve as a counselor to missionaries and short-term 
workers on assignment. 
• To study and report on new opportunities for Brethren in 
Christ ministries in North America. 
• To initiate training programs (or apprenticeships) to prepare 
persons to enter new ministries in areas of need. 
• To report regularly on program and propose policies that will 
aid in achieving goals. 
• To be a resource to congregational leadership in promoting 
missions and service ministries in the local community. 
A D D R E S S OF THE S E C R E T A R Y O F H O M E 
M I N I S T R I E S : 
Glen A. Pierce 
Brethren in Christ Missions 
48'/2 S. Market Street, Box 149 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
BOARD FOR M I S S I O N S OFFICES: 
48'/2 S. Market St . (Box 149) 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
(717) 367-7045 
2519 Stevensville Road 
Stevensville, ONT, Canada LOS ISO 
(416) 382-3144 
Brethren in Christ Missions Directory 
First Quarter 1979 
M I S S I O N S - O V E R S E A S 
Rhodesia 
Bishop's Office; P. O. Box 711, Bulawayo, 
Rhodesia, Africa 
P. M. Kumalo, Bishop 
Nancy Kreider, Dorchester House, 102 
Jameson St., Bulawayo, Rhodesia, 
Africa 
Matopo Book Centre: P. O. Box 554, 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Elwyn and Meredyth Hock 







Bishop's Residence and Office: P. O. Box 
115, Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Will iam Silungwe, Bishop 
Mary Olive Lady 
Field Secretary: P. O. Box 131, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
Marshall Poe (Acting) 
Choma Bookroom: P. O. Box 198, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
Choma Secondary School: P. O. Box 92, 




Financial Secretary: P. O. Box 83, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
Abram Bert 
Macha Mission: Private Bag 11xc, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
Levi and Sandra Brubaker 
Macha Mission Hospital: P. O. Box 340, 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 








John and Esther Spurr ier 
Macha Secondary School: Private Bag 15xc 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Nathan and Catherine Bert 
Robert and Gail Brubaker 
Edith Miller 
Nahumba Mission: P. O. Box 173, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
P. O. Box 2733, Lusaka, Zambia, Africa, 
Chester and Mildred Sollenberger 
Sikalongo Bible Institute: P.O. Box 131, 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Fannie Longenecker 
David and Janet Kipe 
Marshall and Eleanor Poe 
Sikalongo Mission Hospital: P. O. Box 131, 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Mary Heisey 
India 






FEB A: 7, Commissariat Road, Bangalore, 
India 560-025 
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter 
TWR: M-96 Greater Kailash—I, New Delhi 
110048, India 
William and Mary Hoke 
12/A Underhill Lane, Delhi, India 110-054 
Joseph and Marietta Smith 
Japan 
Superintendent's Residence: 309-15, 4 
Chome, Hana-Koganei, Kodaira, Tokyo, 
Japan 187 
John and Lucille Graybil l 
Mir iam Bowers 
Jay Smith 
Nicaragua 
Apartado 1044, Managua, Nicaragua, C.A. 
Bert and Marian Sider 
Apartado A257, Managua, Nicaragua, C.A. 
Charles and Cara Musser 
MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH 
Rober t and Ca ro l yn Mann , Box 50, 
Grantham, PA 17027 
Jacob and Nancy Shenk, Rt. 2, Box 612, 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 
Lois Jean Sider, R. D. 1, Wellandport, On-
tario, Canada LOR 2J0 
Ira and Mir iam Stern, c /o Alden Long, 
Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027 
Marlin and Ruth Zook, 306 N. Hartman St., 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
SELF-SUPPORTING 
MISSIONARY ASSOCIATES 
Oren and Naomi Hofstetter, R.D. 3, Box 
184, Farmington, NM 87401 
Lee and Lois Isaacs, Macha Mission 
Hospital, P. O. Box 340, Choma, Zam-
bia, Afr ica 
Roy and Esther Mann, 32 Dorchester House, 
Jameson St., Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Afr ica 
Dorothy Martin, 14 Dorchester House, 
Jameson St., Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Richard and Deborah Sisco, 163 Academy 
St., Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 
Carroll and Esther Stottlemyer, c /o Verle 
Brubaker, 
3840 W. 14th St., Des Moines, IA 50313 
Richard and Kathleen Stuebing, Private Bag 
RW 13X, Lusaka, Zambia, Africa 
MISSIONS - NORTH AMERICA 
Canada 
Montreal Lake Children's Home 
Timber Bay, Sask. S0J 2T0 
Raymond and Sandra Sider 





Joseph and Karen McNaughton 
Paul Moore 
Barbara Musser 





Bronx (Fellowship Chapel) 
246 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, N. Y. 10457 







Spring Lake Retreat 
R. R. 1, Box 361, Wurtsboro, N. Y. 12790 
Roy and Alva Newcomer 
Joseph Hyatt 
New Mexico (Navajo Mission) 
Star Route, 4, Box 6000 
Bloomfield, N. M. 87413 
Marion and Rachel Heisey 
Julia Chavez 
Richard and Sara Engle 
Philip Frey 
Rose Hamilton 
Warren and Connie Hoffman 
Jeffrey and Elizabeth Hollenbach 




Janet E. Oberholtzer (on leave) 
Donald and Marion Sider (on leave) 
Loran Smucker 
Benjamin and Eunice Stoner 
Mark Wideman 
Marilyn Wingert 
John Peter Yazzie 
Pharr, Texas (Palm Valley) 
Brethren in Christ Ministries) 
Box 150, Pharr, Texas 78577 
LeRoy Eberly, Team Leader 
San Francisco (Life Line Chapel) 
422 Guerrero St., San Francisco, Calif. 
94110 
Paul and Evelyn Hill, Supt. 
Elaine Bender 
Susan Helfrick 
Will iam M. Hench, Jr. 
Diana Keefer 
Laura Peoples 
Carlos and Ruth Rosado 
Neil Stern 
Timothy Swartz 
San Francisco (Life Line Mission) 
917 Folsom St., San Francisco, Calif. 94107 
Murlyn and Janice Enlow 
Russell Enlow 
David and Margaret Croxford 
MISSION CHURCHES 
Canada 
Paddockwood (North Star Mission) 
Rev. Howard Rensberry 
(Timber Bay, Sask., Canada S0J 2T0) 
United States 
Blandburg 
Blandburg, Pa. 16619 
Rev. Richard Lehman 
(P. O. Box 55, Blandburg) 
Brooklyn 
225 Sterling St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 11225 
Rev. Grafton Forbes 
Callaway (Adney Gap) 
Callaway, Va. 24067 
Rev. Gene Craighead ( R. 1, Box 48) 
Columbia (Beulah Chapel) 
Columbia, Ky. 42728 
Rev. Robert Shankl in 
(Box 393A, Sano Rt., Columbia, Ky. 42728) 
Columbia (Bloomington) 
Columbia, Ky. 42728 
Columbia (Millerfields) 
Columbia, Ky. 42728 
Rev. Edgar Giles 
(R. 3, Columbia, KY 42728) 
Dayton 
831 Herman Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45404 
Rev. John Pawelski (835 Herman Ave.) 
DeRossett 
R. 7, Sparta, Tenn. 38583 
Rev. Harold Paulus 
(R. 9. Box 218) 
Hlllman (Maple Grove) 
Hillman, Michigan 49746 
Rev. Levi Troyer 
(Box 354, Mio, Mich. 48647) 
Hunlock Creek 
Hunlock Creek, Pa. 18621 
Rev. Ross Morningstar 
(R. 3, Berwick, Pa. 18603) 
Knlfley (Knifley Chapel) 
Knifley, Ky. 42753 
Rev. Gaylerd Miller (R. D. 1) 
Llewellyn 
Llewellyn, Pa. 17944 
Rev. Wil l iam Fetrow (Box 117) 
Mt. Holly Springs 
Mt. Holly Springs, Pa. 17065 
Rev. Ernest U. Dohner 
(Box 32, Grantham, Pa. 17027) 
Salem (Labish Community Church) 
4522 Scott Ave., N.E., Salem, Ore. 97303 




Rev. Amos H. Buckwalter 
(11 Hillcrest Dr., Kirkland Lake, Ontario 
P2N 3M6) 
Meadowvale 
Rev. Gerald Tyrrell 
(Box 528, Streetsvil le Postal Station, 
Mississauga, Ontario L5M 2C1) 
Prince Albert (Community Brethren in 
Christ Church) 
Rev. Herb Anderson 
(101-3350B 4th Ave. W. Prince Albert, 
Sask. S6V 6J8 
United States 
Baltimore (Marlyn Avenue) 
611 S. Marlyn Ave., Balt imore, Md. 
Rev. Marvin Keller 
(925 Homberg Ave., 21221) 
Campbellsvllle 
Campbellsvi l le, Ky. 42718 
Rev. Earl Hess 
(102 Hord St.) 
Cincinnati (Western Hills Church) 
2815 Robert Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45211 
Rev. Dale All ison 
(P. O. Box 11241) 
Clearwater 
Rev. Elam Dohner , (2153 Dell Ave., 
Clearwater, Fla. 33515) 
Des Moines (Oak Park) 
Rev. Verle Brubaker (3840 W. 14th St., 
Des Moines, Iowa 50313) 
Dublin (Highland Park) 
Dublin, Va. 
Rev. Orvin White 
(32 Dalton Dr., Dublin, Va. 24084) 
Hanover (Conewago) 
301 Maple Avenue, Hanover, Pa. 17331 
Rev. Kenneth Reid (212 Krug Ave.) 
Masslllon (Amherst) 
8650 Beatty St., N. W., Massillon, Ohio 
Rev. Atlee Hershberger 
(852 Amherst, N.E., 44646) 
McMlnnvllle (Rolling Acres Community 
Church) 
McMinnvil le, Tenn. 37110 
Rev. Rodger L. McCann (401 Pace St.) 
Moreno 
Moreno, Calif. 92360 
Rev. Ric Feeney 
(13831 Redlands Blvd.) 
Orlando 
745 Holden Ave., Orlando, Fla. 32809 
Rev. Larry Steffee (741 Holden Ave.) 
Phoneton 
Phoneton, Ohio 45355 
Rev. David Buckwalter (Box 95) 
Portland (New Life) 
4200 S.E. Jennings Ave., Portland, OR 
97222 
Rev. John Fries 
(18340 S.E. Wil lamette Dr.) 
Roanoke (Valley View) 
5648 Oakland Blvd. and Verndale Dr., 
N.E., Roanoke, Va. 24019 
Rev. Calvin Hamblin 
(509 Elden Ave., N. E., 24019) 
Smithville (Pomeroy Chapel) 
Smithville, Tenn. 37166 
Rev. Irving Parker 
(R.D. 3, Box 262) 
South Hagerstown (Van Lear) 
4 Van Lear Dr., Wil l iamsport, MD 21795 
Rev. Clarence Brubaker (2713 Buford Dr.) 
Sunnymead (Open Bible Community Church) 
Heacock & Meyers, Sunnymead, CA 92388 
Rev. Kevin Longenecker (12880 Heacock) 
Wichita 
Rev. Charles Norman (336 Turquoise 
Lane, Wichita, KS 67209) 
URBAN MINISTRIES 
Personnel serving in urban North America, 
having an administrative relationship with 
the Office of Urban Ministries. 
Dwain Harwick*, Christian Stronghold Mis-
sionary Society, 658 N. 52nd St., Phil-
adelphia, PA 19131 
John and Velorous Shearer, 56 Edison St., 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE MINISTRIES 
Special Ministry to Local Churches 
Kenneth B. Hoover, Messiah Col lege, 
Grantham, PA 17027, Phone: (717) 766-
3725 
Brethren in Christ Missions Office 
P. O. Box 149, Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
Carla Dahlstrom 
Serving Under Assignment of MCC 
Martha E. Byers, 36 Green St., Lancaster, 
PA 17604 
Jan Harmon, 1743 Kilbourne Place, NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20010 
Reid and Susan Kanaley, Hoopa Service 
Unit, Box 606, Hoopa. CA 95546 
Jay and Lucille Kopp, Mennonite Central 
Committee. P. O. Box 329, Mbabane, 
Swaziland 
Curtis and Violet Nissly, Box CH-99, Lusaka, 
Zambia 
Lawrence and Shirlee Yoder, MCC, Jalan 
Penjawi 48, Pati, Central Java, Indonesia 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
PERSONNEL SERVING UNDER 
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
Jean Barker, Fuller Theological Seminary, 
135 N. Oakland Ave., Pasadena, CA 
91101 (Mennonite Board of Missions) 
David and Florence Carlson, P. O. Box 141 
Monte Carlo, Monaco (Trans World 
Radio) 
Charles and Barbara Dederick, 831 E. Third 
St., Wil l iamsport, Pa. 17701 (American 
Rescue Workers Mission) 
Premnath S. Dick, 2050 Second Ave., New 
York, N. Y. 10029 (East Harlem Interfaith) 
Ethel Doner, Port-de-Paix, Haiti, West Indies 
(Unevangelized Fields Mission) 
Anna R. Engle, 10 Devenish Court, Devenish 
St., Sunnyside, Pretoria, 0002 South 
Africa (Sponsored by The Evangelical 
Alliance Mission) 
Leslie Engle, Out-Spokin, Box 370, Elkhart, 
IN 46515 (Mennonite Board of Missions) 
Joe and Elaine Haines, Edinburgh Mission 
Medical Hospital, P. O. Box 11, Nazareth, 
Israel. (Mennonite Board of Missions) 
Howard and Margaret Hall, 13-A London 
Road, Bromley, Kent, England (Operation 
Mobilization) 
Beverly Johnson, Spanish Language 
Institute, Apartado 10240, San Jose,Costa 
Rica, CA (Bible Club Movement, Inc.) 
Emerson and Ruth Lesher, Fuller Theo-
logical Seminary, 135 N. Oakland Ave., 
Box 478, Pasadena, CA91101 
Gulabi McCarty, 1 Wheeler Rd., Bangalore 
560005, India (Youth for Christ) 
Thomas Pasquarello, Box 59, Grantham, PA 
17027, (Inter Varsity Christian Fellow-
ship) 
Lois Raser, Apdo. 190, Jerez, Zacatecas, 
Mexico (Christian Children's Fund) 
Donald and Mildred Ressler, (Central 
Alaskan Missions, Inc.) Glennallen, 
Alaska 99588 
W. Edward and Martha Rickman, 1609 
Chapel Pike, Marion, IN 46952 (World 
Gospel Mission) 
Betty Lou Sider, P. O. Box 90-B, Port-
au-Prince, Haiti, West Indies (OMS 
International) 
Harriet Trautwein, APO 24, San Juanito, 
Chihuahua, Mexico (Mexican Evan-
gelistic Mission) 
Rhoda Winger, A.C.P.O., Box 51, Quezon 
City, Phil ippines 3001 (Campus Crusade 
for Christ) 
Carl and Marilyn Wolgemuth, 538 Pebble 
Rd., Duncanville, Texas 75116 (Wycliffe 
Bible Translators) 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE 
PERSONNEL SERVING IN 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
INSTITUTIONS 
Brethren in Christ Offices 
P. O. Box 1136, Upland, CA 91786 
Karen Myers 
Messiah Village 
100 Mt. Allen Dr., Mechanicsburg, PA 
17055 
Shari Sides 
Mile High Pines Camp 
Angelus Oaks, Calif. 92305 




1125 W. Arrow Hwy., Upland, CA 91786 
GiGi Boyer 
Leroy and Inez Helmuth 
Bishop P.M. Kumalo and contractor K. 
Ngwabi study the Brethren in Christ sym-






Rev. Nason Moyo preaching the Dedica-
tion Sermon. Seated (left to right), Rev. 
Joel Ncube, Bishop Kumalo, and a 
representative from The Salvation Army. 
Lobengula is a name for the church 
in North America to remember. It is 
the name of an urban church in a fast-
developing area on the west side of 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia. Following is an 
account of this church's dedication. 
On Sunday, October 29, a crowd 
conservatively estimated at over 1,000 
gathered for the dedication of the new 
Lobengula church, which is located in 
one of the fastest growing areas of 
greater Bulawayo, a city now growing 
beyond a half-million people. To ac-
comodate the overflow, twelve ushers 
seated people in the sanctuary, the 
foyer, and adjoining rooms. Several 
hundred persons stood outside the 
church. 
Bishop P. M . Kumalo called the 
congregation to order with warm 
words of welcome to the many friends 
from the community, and to the con-
gregat ion. The congregat ion sang 
Sisebusweni Bakho (We're Now in 
Your Presence). Rev. Stephen N. 
Ndlovu, pas tor of the M p o p o m a 
church, read II Chronicles 6:40-41 and 
Psalm 24:7-10. The sermon was 
brought by Rev. Nasan S. Moyo. 
T h e c o m m u n i t y w a s w e l l -
represented: two from the City Coun-
cil; two from the Ministry of Educa-
tion; the president of the Zimbabwe 
Teachers' Association, and ordained 
m i n i s t e r s f r o m f o u r o t h e r 
denominations. It was estimated that 
65 d i f f e r e n t c h u r c h e s w e r e 
represented. 
The Dedication Exercise was con-
ducted by Biship Kumalo, with Mr. 
Knight Ngwabi, the contractor, hand-
ing the keys to Bishop Kumalo . 
Following the dedication the visitors 
were entertained in the hall of the 
church with a light lunch. 
The Brethren in Christ, following a 
migration of their members into the 
t o w n s h i p s on t h e wes t s ide of 
Bulawayo, have been meeting in five 
locations, some for more than ten 
years. It has been in the very recent 
past that the Lobengula township 
area, where the new church is located, 
has been developed. Earlier, most of 
the housing development was along 
two traffic arteries leading out of the 
city to the west, Khami Road (west) 
and Luveve Road (west northwest). 
Albert Ndlovu is serving as pastor 
of the new church. It is expected that 
groups meeting in the Magwegwe and 
Luveve communities will become a 
part of the new congregation. It is 
reported that more than 300 persons 
a t t e n d e d L o b e n g u l a c h u r c h on 
November 5, the Sunday following 
dedication. 
Historical Footnote: 
B e f o r e t h e E k u p h i l e n i B ib l e 
Institute was located at Mtshabezi in 
the mid-sixties, this general area, west 
Bulawayo, was studied for possible 
location of the Bible school in the very 
area where the new church now stands. 
Today, with unsettled situations in 
the countryside, two of the Bulawayo 
churches are serving in the continuing 
educational ministries of the church: 
several classes of Matopo Secondary 
School are meeting (temporarily) at 
Lobengula; the EBI is using the newly 
constructed Youth Centre, on the 
grounds adjoining the M p o p o m a 
church. 
Assembled crowd in the sanctuary for the 
dedication. A view of the new church building. 
Sixteen Years Later 
Cuba Revisited 
Dale and Erma Ulery 
As the commercial airline flights 
resumed between the United States 
and C u b a in A u g u s t , we were 
privileged to visit the Cuba Brethren in 
Christ Church in Cuatro Caminos that 
was opened in 1955. Our weekend in 
Cuba coincided with the date of their 
annual convention. What a privilege to 
be in six services to worship with 
God's people after these many years. 
To hear them sing, pray, and testify to 
the riches of God ' s grace was a 
tremendous experience! I saw no signs 
of a decrease in their zeal and devotion 
to God! Their austere economy does 
not cause them to murmur or com-
plain of their present s i tua t ion . 
Members of the church accept their 
responsibilities in the various offices of 
the church with a joy and ease that 
effects a very harmonious body of 
believers. Sr. Juana Garcia, as acting 
pastor, has done exceedingly well and 
carries the responsibilities with ap-
parent ease. 
The support has been adequate for 
Dale Ulery was one of the early Brethren in 
Christ workers in Cuba, serving with his first 
wife, Betty, in Cuba in 1954. 
all the needs. Hosea, a youth of 15, is 
one of God's marvels. With musical 
ability above average, his direction 
and contribution lift the people in 
heart as they sing of their Redeemer! 
So stirring, that if one is ever moved 
to shouting God's praise, before you 
can think of it, shouts will fill the 
chapel! 
Communion was part of Sunday's 
worship week-end. Wine, diluted as 
there was no grape juice available, and 
broken soda crackers were blessed of 
God to bring joy and tears of gratitude 
from the many who participated. 
Afterwards as invitation was given, 
many sought God at the altar. Atten-
dance at the convention services 
ranged from 60 to 120. Night services 
found the church well-filled. One aged 
saint of 94 years was so blessed as the 
service came to the conclusion that her 
shouts filled the sanctuary. 
As there are no restrictions for 
regular services held within the 
church, it was our privilege to bring 
two messages. 1 did not speak from 
the platform but stood in front of the 
altar as the pre-arranged special 
program outlined for the convention 
had been previously approved by 
government officials. What a joy to 
speak to those who want to hear the 
gospel and have visitors from the U.S. 
Remembering one of my favorite 
choruses, "Hallelujah, I walk with the 
King," they requested in several ser-
vices that I lead them in singing it. 
Our stay was very brief as it was a 
scheduled tour of three days. At the 
present time this is the only way 
Americans can get a visa for Cuba. 
The Cuban people have sufficient to 
live but with no extras or frills! 
Rationing for everything is the con-
stant order of the present days. Cuban 
officials very kindly permitted 1,000 
Bibles to enter the country this year. 
The Cuatro Caminos Church received 
only five. Many requested Bibles. We 
were privileged to take hymn books 
into Cuba without duty. Everywhere 
we encountered the people, with one 
exception, we were treated very kind-
ly. The welcome accorded us by the 
Christian believers was the greatest 
possible filled with love and affection. 
Our leaving the church group was 
one of sadness, as parting was not 
their nor our desire! Fail not in 
praying for our Cuban church and all 
the other Christians there! We met 
some fine young preachers, and as we 
listened to some of their messages, our 
hearts were thrilled as the Spirit 
revealed their love, devotion, deter-
mination and zeal for their Lord. 
Thank God, the church of our Lord 
is still victorious over all obstacles and 
again I repeat, let us not fail in our 
prayers for them. 
CHURCH NEWS CONTINUED 
from page seven 
Dr. Donald Minter, of Goshen, Indiana, is 
chairing the Central Region. A physician, his 
campaign responsibilities include the central 
states east of the Mississippi River. The chairman 
of last year's Alumni Fund, Dr. Minter is a 
member of the College Advancement Com-
mittee of the Board of Trustees. 
Stanley Long, of Upland, California, is the 
Western Region Chairman of the Supporting 
Gifts Division. He is the manager of the four 
Christian Light Bookstores in Southern Califor-
nia. His son, Ron E. Long, is the college's 
Director of Admissions and Financial Aid. 
These five men are giving leadership to the 
enlistment of nearly a thousand persons who 
wil l personally call on potential donors to seek 
their support for the $4 million fund campaign 
as it goes nationwide. By the end of November 
the campaign activities had generated $2,200,-
000 well over one-half the goal. Most of this 
amount came from the Board of Trustees, 
Board ofd Associates, businesses, foundations, 
and staff and faculty. 
Climenhaga Art Exhibit 
Recent art exhibits at Messiah College have 
included oils and water colors by Dr. Asa W. 
Climenhaga, Dean Emeritus of the college; and 
the paintings and prints of Abner Hershberger, 
head of the Art Department at Goshen College, 
Goshen, Indiana. 
Messiah College Board of Trustees 
Rename Dr. D. Ray Hostetter 
At its Fall Meeting, October 20 and 21, the 
Messiah College Board of Trustees unanimous-
ly renamed Dr. D. Ray Hostetter to an ad-
ditional 3-year term as president, beginning in 
July of 1979. Dwight E. Bert, board chairman, 
said that "President Hostetter has able served 
the college for five consecutive 3-yearterms. His 
record and accomplishments have been out-
standing." 
The board adopted the operating budget for 
1978-79 calling for expenditures of almost $6.5 
million, up more than $900,000 from the 
previous year. Projected revenues provide for 
an anticipated balance of $44,000. The 
predicted black figure is based on a long record 
of balanced budgets at Messiah. 
New board members include Bishop Alvin 
Book, Bishop John A Byers, and Bishop Harvey 
Sider. 
Construction is under way for a new 
residence hall with 36 one and two-bedroom 
apartments at the Grantham campus. At the 
Philadelphia campus adjacent buildings have 
been purchased and extensive renovations are 
being made. 
The trustees approved promotions for four 
faculty members: Gene Chase, George Kimber, 
Howard Landis, and Dwight Paine (Each of 
these are members of the Brethren in Christ 
Church). 
Dwight Bert of the Upland Congregation was 
reelected board chairman; Galen Oakes, 
Amherst congregation, assistant chairman; and 
Mark Hess, Pequea congregation, assistant 
secretary. John Zercher, Nappanee congrega-
tion, is the new secretary of the board. 
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Employment 
Opportunities 
Evangel Press, the printing and 
publishing arm of the Brethren in 
Christ Church, has the following 
employment opportunities open: 
Composition and Design Depart-
ment Foreman 
The position calls for: 
the ability to organize and 
make decisions 
The ability to relate to people 
The capability to plan produc-
tion, make job assignments, 
and maintain quality control 
Basic graphic arts and design 
skill 
Knowledge of typography and 
typesetting 
Skill in fine arts useful but not 
essential 
Pressman (Offset) 
Graphic arts background de-
sirable 
Experience helpful but not es-
sential 
All applications considered—all 
replies held in strict confidence. 
Send resume and salary history to: 
Personnel Director 
Evangel Press 
301 North Elm Street 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
Births 
Barr: Seth Daniel, born Nov. 27, to David 
and Robin Barr, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
B e h r e n s : Trevor Timothy and Troy Louis, 
bom Nov. 19, to Tim and Linda Behrens, 
Highland congregation, Ohio 
C r a m e r Joshua Earl, born Nov. 29, to 
Timothy and Shelly Cramer, Cedar Grove 
congregation, Pa. 
Crider: Jason Ray, born Sept. 28, to Tim 
and Marlene Crider, Chambersburg congrega-
tion, Pa. 
D e s i l e s t : Daniel Howard, bom Apr i l 22, to 
David and Bonnie Desilest, Bertie congregation, 
Ont. 
Gipe: Troy William, bom Nov. 7, to Stanley 
and Carol Gipe, Chambersburg congregation, 
Pa. 
Weddings 
Brauen-Stern: Doris Stern, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Whittaker, and Larry, son of 
Mrs. Myra Brauen, Oct. 21, in the Hamburg 
Wesleyan Church, N.Y., with Rev. Richard 
Kaylor officiating. 
Buckwalter-Barley: Ruth Frey, daughter 
of Mrs. Susan Barley, Lancaster, Pa., and 
Christian Barley, Ephrata, Pa., and James Reid, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. James E. Buckwalter, Lititz, 
Pa., Nov. 18, in the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. John Hawbaker officiating. 
Charles -Leppke: Annette Sue, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Leppke, Bakersville, Ca., 
and Steven Ray, son of Rev. and Mrs. Paul D. 
Charles, Altadena, Ca., Dec. 2, in the Rosedale 
Mennonite Church, Bakersville, with father of 
the groom and Rev. David Plett officiating. 
Rohrer-Sweet : Mrs. Mary Sweet and Rev. 
Emmanuel Rohrer, Nov. 19, in the Beulah 
Brethren in Christ Chapel, with Rev. C. J. Ulery 
and son of the groom, Rev. Harold Rohrer, 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
B o y e r Lester S. Boyer, Wheeler, Mi., born 
Oct. 9, 1913, died Sept. 27,1978, in Florida. He 
was married to Irene Williams Boyer who sur-
vives. The funeral service was conducted in the 
Whiting Funeral Chapel, Beckenridge. Mi., by 
Rev. Bedsaul Agee officiating. Interment was in 
the Ridgelawn Cemetery. 
H e i s e : Arthur N. Heise, Hamlin, Kansas, 
born Aug. 14, 1897, died Nov. 17, 1978, in the 
Hiawatha Community Hospital, Ks. He was the 
son of A. J. and Mary Engle Heise. On Feb. 9, 
1927, he was married to Mary Gish Wolgemuth 
who survives. He is also survived by three sons: 
Austin N , Eugene R., and Duane W.; one 
daughter: Mrs. Eileen J. Gregg: 8 grandchildren; 
a brother; and two sisters. He was a member of 
the Pleasant Hill Brethren in Christ Church, Ks. 
The funeral service was conducted in the First 
Congregational Church, Sabetha, by Rev. 
Harold Goldman. Interment was in the Pleasant 
Hill Cemetery. 
H u t c h i n s o n : Dona ld R. Hutchinson, 
Mifflintown, Pa., bom June 20, 1931, died Nov. 
19, in the Harrisburg Hospital. He was the son 
of William and Florence Hutchinson. He was 
married to Lois Gingerich who survives. Also 
surviving are two sons: Philip and Mark; three 
sisters: Mrs. Meda Nipple, Mrs. Janet Beasom, 
and Mrs. Linda Myers; and four brothers: Merle, 
Paul, Charles, and William. He was a member 
of the Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church. 
The funeral service was conducted in the Brown 
Funeral Home with Rev. Eugene Heidler of-
ficiating. Interment was in the Union Memorial 
Gardens. 
Lehman: Barbara Ann Lehman, bom Sept. 
12, 1957, died Sept. 25, 1978, in Oakland, Ca. 
She was the daughter of Charles L. and Arlene 
(Garling) Lehman, Newville, Pa. In addition to 
her parents, she is survived by two sisters: Doris 
Ann and Brenda Kay; a brother, Rev. J. Richard 
Lehman; paternal grandmother, Mrs. Mary 
Lehman; and maternal grandparents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Garling. The funeral service was 
conducted in the Green Spring Brethren in 
Christ Church by Rev. Lome G. Lichty. 
M i l l e r Rev. Nelson W. Miller, Ontario, Ca., 
born July 9,1927, died Feb. 1,1978. He was the 
son of Raymond and Sarah Miller who survive. 
Also surviving are his wife, Betty; two daughters: 
Mrs. Jennifer Kennedy and Kathy M.; and a son, 
Christ M. He had served as pastor of the 
Ontario Brethren in Christ Church where the 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Jerel 
Book. Interment was in the Bellevue Cemetery. 
N e l s o n : Mary Esther Nelson, bom Jan. 18, 
1907 in Bengal, India, died Nov. 27, 1978, in 
Upland Ca. She was the daughter of Josiah and 
Rhoda Martin who died when she was a baby. 
She was reared in the home of Jacob George. 
She was married to Norman Nelson who 
preceded her in death four years ago. She is 
survived by a daughter, Mrs. Michael Ventrella; 
two sons: Dr. Nolan Joseph and Wayne Nor-
man; and five grandchildren. Her twin brother, 
Josiah Everett, preceded her in death. She was a 
member of the Brethren in Christ Church. A 
memorial service was conducted in Stone's 
Mortuary with Rev. C. R. Heisey and Father 
Donald S. Weber officiating. 
Oberhlotzer: Mrs. Anna W. Oberholtzer, 
Mt. Joy, Pa., bom Oct. 9, 1901, died Oct. 22, 
1978 in the Lancaster General Hospital. She 
was the daughter of Aaron H. and Fannie 
Wolgemuth Heisey. She was married to Paul B. 
Oberholtzer who survives. Also surviving are a 
son, J. Arthur; two daughters: Janet E. and Mrs. 
Vema M. Schwartz; eight grandchildren; three 
great-grandchildren; and a brother. She was a 
member of the Mastersonville Brethren in 
Christ Church. The funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. James R. Ketner, Rev. J. Earl 
Martin, Jr., and Rev. Jesse B. Dourte. Interment 
was in the adjoining cemetery. 
Riley: Mrs. Grace Riley, Everett, Pa., bom 
July 3, 1887, died Nov. 13, 1978. She was 
married to Ritner Riley who preceded her in 
death. She is survived by nine children; and a 
n u m b e r o f g r a n d c h i l d r e n a n d g rea t -
grandchildren. She w s a charter member of 
the Clear Creek Brethren in Christ where the 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Curtis E. 
Bryant. Interment was in the Everett Cemetery. 
Styer: Rudolph B. Styer, Ronks, Pa., died 
Nov. 16, 1978, in the Lancaster General 
Hospital, at the age of 69. He was the son of 
Isaac and Fannie Styer. He was married to 
Josephine Sheaffer who survives. Also surviving 
are four children: Ruldolph, Mrs. Shirley Gegg, 
M r s . J a n e t H o r s t , a n d T e r r y ; n i n e 
grandchildren; and two brothers. The funeral 
service was conducted in the Lancaster 
Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. Henry 
Hostetter and Rev. Eber Dourte. Interment was 
in the Millersville Mennonite Cemetery. 
T h o m a s : Mrs. Cora E. (Lizzy) Thomas, born 
Oct. 31, 1896, died Oct. 11, 1978. She was 
married to R. L. Thomas who preceded her in 
death. She was a member of the Searights 
Brethren in Christ Church where she served as 
pianist. The funeral service was conducted in the 
Bamett Funeral Home, Uniontown, Pa., by Rev. 
William Martin. Interment was in the Sylvan 
Heights Cemetery. 
W i n g e r d : Nathan Lynn Wingerd, Los 
Lunas, N.M., died Oct. 21, 1978, at the age of 
18. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Titus 
Wingerd. He is survived by his father; a brother, 
Nelson; a sister, Mrs. David Ridley; and grand-
mothers: Mrs. Ruth Wingerd and Mrs. Ethel 
Wingert. He is also survived by his fiance, Cheryl 
Bussey. He was preceded in death by his 
mother, Fannie Wingerd, and a brother. The 
funeral service was conducted in the Chapel of 
the Garden, Albuquerque, N.M. by Rev. Floyd 
Whittenberg. Interment was in the Sunset 
Memorial Park. 
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New Mennonite Your Way 
Directory II 
Because of the enthusiastic response 
to the first Mennonite Your Way 
Directory, a second edition will be 
published in May 1979. 
It is again being compiled by Leon 
and Nancy Stauffer, whose idea it was 
to institutionalize the old practice of 
hospitality. "We were interested in 
promoting two things," explained 
S tau f fe r , " f e l l owsh ip and more 
economical travel." 
T h e idea still seems to have 
strength. "Many people who missed 
being listed in the original Directory 
have already sent us their name, ad-
dress, and accommodations, in case 
we do a new edition. Another reason 
to publish again is that in the three 
years since the first Directory a lot of 
information has become outdated." 
The Stauffers once again enlisted 
the services of Festival Quarterly 
magazine for designing the new Men-
nonite Your Way Directory II. This is 
a completely new Directory," Stauffer 
said, "we're starting from scratch, 
none of the hosts listed in the first 
Directory will be listed in the new 
Directory II without their permission; 
all hosts wishing to be listed will be 
asked to submit an application form." 
When completed, the Directory will be 
mailed to all persons or families listed 
and to all persons who want to 
purchase copies. 
The new Directory will be easier to 
use, promise the Stauffers. "We want 
to identify the closest city for all small 
towns and rural addresses so that 
travelers can more easily know when 
they're near host homes. For instance, 
someone from outside Pennsylvania 
might not know that Manheim is only 
6 miles from Lancaster." 
Thinking About Retirement 
The Stauffers: Chad, Leon, Brian, Kim, 
and Nancy. 
There will be more feature material 
in Mennonite Your Way Directory II. 
Some of the ideas being planned are 
Devotions for Family Travel, Creative 
Fun in the Car, Treasures to Take 
Home, Eating Economically and 
Healthfully and Liking It; maps, 
motel and restaurant listings. A very 
special feature is a listing of inter-
national host contacts from several 
countries around the world. Explained 
the Stauffers, " W e tried to take 
seriously the suggestions we got from 
travelers and hosts." 
The Mennonite Your Way Direc-
tory II will be for use by Mennonites, 
Brethren in Chr is t , and related 
fel lowships. Anyone f rom these 
groups interested in being listed in it 
should request a registration form 
from Mennonite Your Way, Box 
1525, S a l u n g a , PA 17538. Al l 
registrations must be returned by 
January 31, 1979. 
Better think far enough ahead? 
Your church has been thinking about 
it, too. 
Increased longevity is creating 
g rea te r d e m a n d for c o m f o r t a b l e 
retirement facilities. There is already a 
long waiting list at Messiah Village for 
Sheltered Care and Nursing Care 
units. 
A very attractive option is now 
a v a i l a b l e to t h o s e who a re in 
reasonable health. It is known as 
Cluster Housing. These duplex or 
quadruplex units will be constructed 
on the beautiful campus of Messiah 
Village upon demand. They range in 
size f rom the F R A N K L I N (790 
square feet) with single bedroom to the 
LANCASTER (1282 square feet), a 
two bedroom facility with garage. 
This new concept of retirement is 
made available for Brethren in Christ 
members for the first time. Others are 
hearing about Messiah Village and are 
eager to seek admission. This is 
reflected in the present ratio of resi-
dent population which now stands at 
about 44% Brethren in Christ. 
While preferential consideration is 
given to members of our church, 
choice locations will be allocated on a 
first come first served basis. If you are 
interested in the security and comfort 
of one of these units, please contact 
Messiah Village in the near future. 
MESSIAH VILLAGE 
100 Mt. Allen Drive 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
Phone: 717-697-4666 
Please rush me information/registra-
tion forms to be listed in the new 
Mennonite Your Way Directory II. 
N a m e _ 
Address 
Complete this coupon immediately 
and return it to: 
Mennonite Your Way II 
Box 1525 
Salunga, PA 17538 
U.S.A. 
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Elderhostel—Never Too Old to Learn 
Paul Hostetler 
Last summer Messiah College 
b e c a m e p a r t of a n a t i o n w i d e 
Elderhostel program on college and 
university campuses which gave 10,-
000 senior citizens a good combination 
of study and recreation. Open to peo-
ple 60 and over, the program was 
designed to meet the needs of elderly 
persons who want college-level courses 
w i t h o u t be ing t h r e a t e n e d wi th 
homework, grades, and tests. 
En thus ias t i c s tudents came to 
Messiah from New Jersey, Maryland, 
New York, Puerto Rico, Indiana, 
Tennessee, Ohio, Massachusetts, and 
Pennsylvania. They ranged in age 
from 56 to 89. In the first of the three 
one-week sessions, 14 of the 25 
enrollees were 70 or older! 
The second week of Elderhostel had 
19 enrolled, and the final week 
b r o u g h t in 45 people, s t ra in ing 
resources to the limit in a program 
designed for a maximum of 35. 
The classes dealt with ornithology, 
moral dilemmas, literature, geology, 
t h e S h a k e r s , c l a s s i c a l m u s i c , 
chemistry, modern Jewish literature, 
and the mass media. 
Dr. Dorothy Gish directed the ac-
tivities which, in addition to classes, 
included side trips to points of interest 
like Gettysburg, nature hikes, a 
seminar on Rhodesia, a geology field 
trip, concerts by the Tri-County Per-
forming Arts Orchestra (directed by 
73-year old Earl D. Miller, long-time 
professor), classical guitar concerts, 
and a film on the Navajo Indians. 
D r . G i s h s a y s t h a t t h e 
Elderhostelers were very alive and 
alert. "They had a good time, and the 
faculty had a good time!" One very 
popular activity was the ice cream 
social on the opening night when the 
seniors were teamed up with one or 
two college students. Said one, "Your 
idea of having a student sponsor for 
each of us was most appreciated. We 
very much enjoyed this contact with 
youth . . . and it took years off our 
chronological age." 
Another said, "My wife and I 
decided on Messiah College for our 
first Elderhostel experience because it 
January 10,1979 
Photo: Earl Miller directing the orchestra 
performing for one of the Elderhostel 
groups. 
was described as a Christian college. 
Our choice proved to be excellent. The 
instruction in the classrooms proved 
that the instructors have Christian 
integrity and a good professional at-
titude as they challenged us to keep 
our aging minds functioning. . . ." 
Another oldster wrote to President 
Hostetter saying, "Your college 
facilities are comfortable and extreme-
ly clean. We were extremely well 
pleased with the food service. We wish 
you well in your effort for a con-
tinuing, strong, well-organized Chris-
tian educational program at your 
beautiful institution." 
Many other written words of ap-
preciation were received. One senior 
citizen even broke forth in a poem of 
praise. 
Another returned to his home in 
Maryland and wrote a feature article 
which was published in the local 
paper. In it he reported, "Having an 
Elderhostel experience at a place like 
Messiah College is something which 
becomes a treasured part of your life." 
He went on to say, "The program 
had definite impacts on us. First, our 
contacts with others whom we met as 
strangers led us to be friends. Second, 
it unplugged some of the clogged areas 
of our minds by upset t ing our 
equilibrium. Third, it irrigated some 
dried up areas where ideas were idle 
yet viable. Fourth, it planted seeds of 
curiosity and future growth, and fifth, 
it impressed us with enthusiasm for 
the unpredictable years ahead." 
A staff writer of the Patriot-News in 
Harrisburg visited an Elderhostel ses-
sion and wrote a large article for his 
paper. It opened with: "Sons and 
daughters who are seeking a new type 
of gift to present parents for their 
anniversary or birthday might well 
consider sending their fathers and 
m o t h e r s to s c h o o l u n d e r t h e 
Elderhostel program." That sounds 
like an excellent suggestion. 
Dr. Gish is hopeful that more 
Brethren in Christ 60-plussers will 
enroll for the Elderhostel Program at 
Messiah College next year. "Even 
though the program is basically 
secular," he says, "classes in a Chris-
t ian ins t i tu t ion , including some 
s t u d e n t s w h o t h e m s e l v e s a r e 
Christians, will bring about the 
wholesome atmosphere and results 




This article represents a speech given by Curtis Byer at a dinner 
in the interest of Messiah College in Upland, California. 
Reflections on a College 
Curtis O. Byer 
Although much of my life has been 
spent in places remote from the cam-
pus of Messiah College, even a fleeting 
look back over my "peak experiences" 
brings Messiah into focus. 
Nearly thirty years ago I bundled 
up my belongings and left home to 
attend an away-college for the first 
time. During my Messiah College 
studies I was exposed to people I was 
later to view as scholars and ar-
tists—C. N. Hostetter, Jr., Carlton 
W i t t l i n g e r , Ea r l Mi l l e r , A n n a 
Climenhaga, Albert Brechbill, and 
Kenneth Hoover. 
It was in a Philosophy of Religion 
class taught by C. N. Hostetter, Jr., 
where, for the first time, I acquired the 
tools to understand and confidently 
explain my faith as a Christian. It was 
on that campus I learned to appreciate 
great hymnology and sang in my first 
oratorio under Earl Miller. Most of 
all, it was at Messiah that I first met 
my future wife (Jean Miller) and the 
mother of our four children. Actually, 
her roots at the college go con-
siderably deeper than my own. 
Almost three decades later Jean and 
I are rediscovering our Alma Mater 
through our children, two of whom 
(Kaye and Kent) are senior and 
freshman respectively. It's as though 
we are undergoing a reincarnation of 
our interests and activities as students. 
Jean and I support their decision to 
enroll there for various reasons: 
• We support Christian liberal arts 
education. This is our church 
college. 
• We support our children's interest 
in our denomination. At Messiah 
our children can associate with 
some of the finest Brethren in Christ 
young people—ones who will be 
leading our denomination in their 
lifetime. 
• We support a Christian lifestyle as 
expressed through the Brethren in 
Christ. At Messiah our children can 
be exposed to Brethren in Christ life 
and thought. 
• We suppor t Messiah College 
because it seeks to overlay academic 
scholarship with Christian presup-
positions as to the nature of God 
and man, and commitment to a 
lifestyle modeling Christ 's ser-
vanthood. 
• We believe there can be no higher 
goal than merging life and faith into 
a holistic wholeness. (I recently 
noticed that the English words 
health, whole, and holy come from 
the same root word.) 
Although I teach in a secular 
college, Jean and 1 feel the highest 
integration of the intellectual and the 
spiritual is found in Christian higher 
education. We support it for our 
children and for others. 
We endorse Messiah's attempts to 
carry her message of faith and life into 
an imperfect world in which barriers 
exist between sexes, races, religious 
groups, economic levels, nations, and 
between man and God. 
We commend President Hostetter 
for his able management of the affairs 
of the college. His prudent recruitment 
and use of resources represents worthy 
stewardship which deserves our sup-
port. 
We express gratitude to Messiah 
College for what it has been to us, and 
for what it is becoming to our 
children. Borrowing the theme of the 
current Fine Arts Center fund drive, 
Messiah has been "more than bread" 
to our spirits. 
FAITH 
from back page 
But when we describe faith as in-
sight, and risk-taking courage, we still 
haven't got the complete picture. 
Biblical faith is insight and courage 
that rise from a living relationship 
with God. 
Hebrews explains, "and without 
faith it is impossible to please God 
because anyone who comes to Him 
must believe that He exists and that 
He rewards those who earnestly seek 
Him!" Hebrews 11:6 
Anyone who comes to Him. That is 
the hub of it. Faith is far more than 
believing in God. It is coming to Him . 
. . coming to Him as father, as friend, 
as guide, as director. "I am the way," 
said Jesus. " N o man comes to the 
Father but by Me." Believe in God? 
Accept that there is a "supreme en-
tity"? Yes, we can do that without 
Jesus. But coming to God as Father 
takes faith . . . faith that He is . . . and 
faith that He is such a God as Jesus 
revealed who will make our seeking 
worthwhile. 
Faith then means seeking God . . . 
and seeking God in His way. 
And that's why all of us, Christian 
or non-Chr i s t i an , p ro tes tan t or 
catholic, religious or non-religious, 
have to come by faith . . . faith in the 
new and living way Jesus Christ has 
made by the sacrificial death He died 
on the cross. 
Well, you may be saying: I need 
insight . . . past the temporary 
problems into the permanent realities. 
I need courage . . . to take the risks 
and stand for what is right. I need to 
know God . . . to have a personal 
relation with Him that will help me to 
stand poised in life's currents. 
But, you wonder: How do I start? I 
just don't have much faith. You start 
by giving as much of yourself as you 
know to as much of God as you know . 
. . by faith! 
That connector of your life to God 
does not have to be great faith to start 
with. Start with little faith in a great 
God! Come to Him now . . . as you are 
. . . where you are . . . and say, "God, 
by faith I am coming to you. I believe 
that you exist. I ask you to reward my 
seeking faith . . . through Jesus Christ, 
your Son, my Savior." 
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Editorial 
A Time for Reflection 
Most of us have heard and read and seen enough of the 
Jonestown tragedy to last us a lifetime. The danger of such 
revulsion is that we refuse to reflect on what this tragedy 
may mean for us and say to us. As a result, the lessons of 
Jonestown are lost. 
There are those who with cool and detached objectivity 
will explain Jonestown in psychological and sociological 
terms, refusing to recognize any element of the demonic. I 
am forced to observe how superficial is any analysis of 
Jonestown, or the human situation for that matter, which 
fails to take into account the reality of sin and evil. 
Jonestown is evidence of the almost irresistible tempta-
tion that comes to those with power and of the ever present 
danger of pride. It appears that Jim Jones began his 
ministry in the usual manner but with unusual success. He 
had gifts which contributed to the growth of his work and a 
charisma which resulted in people trusting him and giving 
unreserved loyalty to him. 
Power is difficult to refuse or to handle. Few of us are 
prepared to do as Jesus did, in his wilderness temptations, 
in refusing the offer of power. He chose rather the ministry 
of servanthood. He knew that even the ministry of 
servanthood carried its own temptations and he took steps 
from time to time to diffuse the adulation of the crowds 
and his growing popularity. 
The church has not been beyond experiencing the 
devasting effect of power. Many congregations know the 
friction which comes when power is used for selfish 
purposes and even the posture of servanthood becomes a 
facade for pride. 
The wider Christian community has witnessed the same 
corrupting aspect of power and fame. Persons who began 
with a sense of ministry and service end up with an 
institution more intent on its image than its ministry, 
controlled by members of the founder's family; providing a 
lifestyle which betrays the sacrificial support of those who 
contribute; and having totally reversed the order of things 
by having a ministry which exists to support an institution 
rather than an institution committed to ministry. 
Jonestown not only speaks to power and pride, it speaks 
to idolatry—the giving of undue loyalty to man. A 
Christian's unquestioned loyalty belongs only to God, 
through Jesus Christ. He alone is worthy of our full 
confidence and commitment. When that loyalty is given to 
man we are guilty of the sin of idolatry. 
Our support in men must be given in full awareness of 
their humanity and fallenness. Those calling for support 
and purporting to teach from the Christian perspective 
should be judged against the plumbline of Christ's life and 
teaching. None of us, nor any Christian leader, will fully 
measure up to the "stature of the fullness of Christ." But 
Christ's example and teaching become a standard. The 
extent of deviation from this standard by any leader should 
be an important consideration in our support and loyalty 
to this leader. 
Jonestown sounds loud and clear a call to caution in the 
loyalty we give to men. Those who read this editorial will 
very likely not give their loyalty to cults and pseudo-
Christian organizations. We, and I include myself, are 
much more likely to give uncritical assent to those who 
support our favorite doctrines and dismantle the opposi-
tion. In most cases these persons are orthodox in doctrine 
and traditional in their ministries. What is not so easy to 
discern is their life and their spirit and their motive. 
Jesus referred to this contradiction between doctrine 
and life and between ministry and obedience in Matthew 
7:15-23. False prophets are categorized as such not 
because of their message but because of their fruit 
(character). Later in this same Scripture, Christ dis-
tinguishes between ministry and life. He makes the 
interesting but disturbing observation that gifts of 
prophecy, casting out of demons, and might works are no 
substitute for "doing the will of my Father." 
The media available today far surpasses in effectiveness 
and scope the itinerant preacher or the tract writer of past 
generations. The air waves are filled with those promoting 
a doctrine or a ministry and seeking the loyalty of those 
who will support the ministry and sustain the program. 
This fact calls us to be as "wise as serpents" and test 
every "prophet" by his message and ministry, and es-
pecially by his life and spirit; and to remember that we 
reserve our loyalty for Jesus Christ. To do otherwise is to 
be guilty of idolatry. 
Z 
FROM THE EDITOR 
from page two 
then goes through the second time for color and the 
publisher says that we can have color on any or all pages 
since the press prints sixteen pages at a time. 
If we wished to highlight the lead article with color it 
needed to begin on page four. This left page three open. 
We therefore took over page three for the editorial. Now 
that color is available for any page we will move articles to 
page three and the editorial to page fifteen. So that is why 
the editorial has been moved. That may have been 
much-ado-about nothing but just in case you were curious, 
we wanted you to know. 
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For by grace you have been 
saved through faith . . ." 
But What Is Faith? 
Leigh ton Ford 
A recent gallup poll interviewed a cross-section of 
Americans who do not go to church. Surprisingly, it found 
a large majority, though turned off by the church, hold to 
basic beliefs in prayer, life after death, the inspiration of 
the Bible and the divinity of Christ. 
In spite of, or perhaps because of, political pressures, 
life stresses and technological advance, there exists in our 
world a wave of longing for faith. 
But what is faith? 
To some, faith is naivete. Faith is believing what you 
know isn't true. 
To others, faith is emotionalism. It implies an eerie kind 
of religious experience that makes your skin crawl. 
For still others, faith is simply another word for 
optimism or positive thinking. 
But biblical faith—Christian faith—means far more. 
I think the best definition of faith I know of is found in 
Hebrews 11 in the Bible. Here faith is described in several 
ways . . . first as a kind of insight. 
"Fa i th , " says Hebrews 11:1, "is being sure of what we 
hope for and certain of what we do not see." 
Faith deals not with sight, but with insight. Faith helps 
us to know that things aren't what they seem—that real 
power is not always obvious—that the most significant 
people and movements in history don't always make the 
front page—that what seems inevitable does not always 
happen. 
A reporter asked me if we are not living in a "post-
Christian era ." My reply was, " N o . . . we are still living in 
a pre-Christian era. By faith I believe God is going to do 
greater things than we have yet seen!" 
Is faith unrealistic? Far from it. Faith actually brings us 
in touch with the real! Faith makes us sure of what we 
hope for. It provides future certainty that God's promises 
will come true and gives us power to live in the present. 
Faith makes us certain of what we do not see. It is an 
invisible support system that provides strength to face 
visible stress. 
But such faith is not—and note this carefully— faith in 
faith. 
"By faith," says Hebrews 11:3, "we understand that the 
universe was formed at God's command, so that what is 
seen was not made out of what was visible." We are called 
not to have faith in faith, but to have faith in God! 
The unseen creator is not some universal idea, but a 
living, loving, willing personal creator who is before all 
things. And here is the difference between biblical faith 
and positive thinking religion. Positive-thinking religion 
seeks by knowledge to tap the power of the universal mind, 
and to utilize this power for confident living. But biblical 
faith seeks to relate to the living God, and from Him to 
draw courage to live out His purpose—to "love God with 
all our hearts, and our neighbor as ourselves." 
So faith is more than insight. Faith is also risk-taking 
. . . it brings a kind of spiritual and moral courage. 
Risk money on dice and that is called gambling. 
Risk your life on God and that is called biblical faith! 
Of course, there are significant differences. Gambling 
seeks personal gain in a kind of get-rich-quick speculation. 
But faith seeks the rule of God in our lives, and stakes all 
on the certainty of God's word! 
Such faith is more than a dogma. It does not just say, " I 
believe" but says "I believe and therefore I obey!" 
Faith is always the seed of a new beginning. Faith grows 
as we take risks with God. And faith instills the moral 
courage and recognizes what is right and says, " I must do 
what is right, whether anyone else will or not." 
to page fourteen 
